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ABSTR AET 

EjTiplPral data for the study v?ere collected rrom four cojnt-ies Rio 
Grande ci IjI in 1973 It consists of tvvb sub-sa;:iples of 1 ,950 sfirc-r^ts 
derinett b;. :evc-l of sch^linvj: The Wisconsin socitil psyeliolcj^iy i.cj^el 
status utt^iniiient was jsed to explore sex-related variations in the fc^rr:- 
lion ec-catiohal and occupational goals of fifth and ninth grade Sr^izilian 
boys ^nd g 'r1s. Analyses of the data v/ere conducted by cornpariny the rele- 
. ancG of sciideccndinic origin and acadernic perfcnriahce as equ.'^lly ir;portant 
ixiputG into the status attaininent process, ft was hypothesised that levels 
cf as<:iration vary fay the studtrnts': (1) grade level, (2) sex, (1^} socio^ 
tconor'c origin^ {") accLdeniic pt^fonnance^ znd (5) level of significant others' 
influe-'xe. While there are no clear indications as to the reason of sex- 
spec If :c consequences for educat1on=rl and occupational attai'rsoient in Brazil, 
there Still appears lo be satie intervening variables t;:4t seem to differentiate 
the ed:^eetional and oeeupatiohal process f* boys ar-d girls; 
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INTRODU CTION 

: i,houc;h in recent years rhere has been increased en^phoses on tr>e 
cfevelop;nent of theory^ and substantial adcfiticns to relevant eiipirieal in- 
fGrniaticn on the career patterns of won:en, relatively little resoarc''^ hjs 
addressed itself to the application of the stafs attair.::.:cnt process to 
v;anen (Sewell, 1971; HoLjt and Morgan, 1975); Status arrain^nent nioddinj 
\^as originated for and applied to male populations iritr.i-:) the L'nited Stj::,--, 
but less is known about then in other nations^ parti -ly those cl^ssi*~;ic 
cs developing (Sewell, Hitler and Portes, 19£^). While the trend of the 
status-attainment resea: _ ^ reflects cu::;ulative and sys:.:::2tic applic?tic. : 
across cultures (Kahse::, 1975) and various subpopulatis .s (Sc^rell, lirillrr 
^nd Qhlendorf, )HTO) vv£ rtill find that few special ccfisider^tioru for v.c;ier. 
lave been ade^guately dcrdlt withj While several recLiift uttenpts have been 
-ade to fill HiS gap in knov/ledge^ much needs to be cojle relative tc pro- 
viding insight into the multivariate nature of the pheno;iienoh (Trein:ah and . 
Terrell* 1975; Featherman nnd Hauser^ 1976; Rosen and Ancshensel, 1978). 
The status dttaihmeht rnodel has received only limited use with fen^ale popu- 
lations; however^ the liMitations of present theory ar I status attain:.>''-it 
models poi-^ns to ah obvious neisd for a cbhtihucd search for sex-relateJ v.ti-i- 
ables of importance in understanding the status attaininent [irocess for ,70..ien: 
It would appear reasonable then to recbhceptual i/e the Wiscdhsih r;odel for 
wanen with the objective of developing an appropriate status attainr.ent model 
for wa.eri. 



For exainple, Falk and Cosby eoniinent that: "Although parsimony is theoretical 
r sirable* researchers ir.:erested in the status^ttain;: eht process for 
seem dbonied to_be frustrated by the failure to consider sex-related linn'tatio 
{Waneh and the Status Attainment Process* 1974.) 




In "^ight ef this stct2 of sirz ...:d:^: ' - .rive of thc: prc: 

-jtrrzh is an assessment of se: nri~ causal infJol th*:^ 

-:;iat^o:. of educationcl and Oc:. :r ti :r j: !:** and in;.t!. gr:: 

..^il-:.::^ boys arid g-irls. l-Zhiic .::r _ u;*.. - j .... ^^i^im^ Tndicjt^v.:s 
i..-e reason of sex-speeif'iC cc -'-^ -^^ --:^Oi..il and dccup :t^::«--:1 

-ia:!n::i.^t in Brazil, there sti: :^;j^r :i . ' . : 'v-:r.-vcnin:j v^ri^i,:^- 
:it seen to differentiate the ei:: .^tienc^ c .d process for : 'ys 

cir^s. E5y introducing the _i:le c' ■ :r ^pnersl ^;iscc::si. 

^::'^dEl, : nev; model appropriate fc ;vo.ih - • . This will lur,;:! 

_^;a:ninarion of the following facro:- tuiZ s i feet acade:.^ic ; .C't ivat ":cn 

•^nd ach'ltfvement: 

1. Sex-differentiated acadeiir^z per""/- -^.ii-ic-; 1 be evaluated by a 
cociparison of the grades of boys a nc gir . in both the fifth and 
ninth grades, 

2. The fonnatidh of career _£^-iS w* " ! n^-d a co:::;iai^i son of 
'boys" and girls' le%^el . 'Jucc": .n^i as ;i ations and level of 

occupation aspirations Jth i fir'th ar^d r>irnh grades. 
3; The influence of signif^' : othorrs (.a: il:-, peers, arid tea^h^rs; 
will be evaluated by a Luip—ris::-: of the responses of boys and g-rls 
in both the fifth and rr~-- ^-ac-s. 



An ifr-Dortari -theoretical and u\^ciz\z 



i breakt. 'v^^ . in the fie*- 

vvhic^ net Dr 

tidrial St 5 y.it cAzt 

-.iildinr; on r : " s-Dici;, I:.. 
... ihe intcrv -v.i: ~ jch::r;i<' s 
r: of the n;dr- ' ir of tr.a 
1 -he "'Wiseons n "-dc::]*'. The 
c:-partur& in th:. ::-jJy, since it 
:^.:prehensive jf socia"! ns; 'r.:- 



of s-jcJal i.iobil: :y-, ./as the study of tfie A:. 

cdnducted by Bl^,,j c:.i d^nt^'u n9o7}, Tnev 

docui::enled tho a:::" :iat:ori bciw^cn : terg^ri 

thes'i2c-d a r-^^Dcc; cf sratus tra;:siii: ior. 

hijve been sc-vera' ::ite;i!pts to speeif, 

between parental .:id offspring static-- - 

cGntcniporary social psychological n^... 

liiseonsin model vr :1 be used as a p _ : 

i% perhaps the niori parsimonious an 

logical models of tatus ^^ttainincn- 

the dodeU :h is reproduce: - f 1, hypothesis nu:;.ber 
causal relationsr^ . among eig^^t Vc r ;Llcs^ .-rhich lend the . es " tesi:;:s 
through path anaiy-is. The jvnxiel -"'icates that ir^ental at.il 'zy and soc:o- 
econaTiie baekgroard arc- the two ba~- V2ri-51es explaining ^dividual attain- 
ments. 'Socioecrn^- lie background r^resjiits the advantages ^nd J Is jdvah::t3cs 
ivhich parents p::ss di td their chi'.arc-n. It is a status j.scribed to of 'ti'^'it.j 
at birth: 

This revisic: of the inodel will involve inclusion of the sex variajlo is / 
well as sn expansion of the SES variab^.e td include both riiother's and futher's 
education and occupation. Given the relative importance of mother and father 
as significant others during the social ization^ it is plausible to expect 
differential influence and that what influence there is will be in part 
determined by mother's and father's educations and occupations. 
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The reconccvtualized i:;odel v;in also t^ke into accou:it the role thit oti;c-r 
various sigMifieant-otnars (such as teachers and peers) play in cnccarac^inf: 
ar:d r;:Odeling behav'iors appropriate for the ionization of edacationsl occupational 
aspirations^ Again it seeViS plausible to expect differential ^Influence due to 
the substantive iinpr.ct tfiat significant-others influence and status aspirations 
h.:-ve upon educational and occupational achleve^nents (Haller and Porics, 1373). 

This study will provide a longitudinal .:ta base on stracif Icatlon and 
education in Brazil, and a point of corriparlsoh for similar studies In the 
United States. Although there is a worldv.'lde trend tov/ard Increasing the a:.ount 
of education and the equalization of educational opportunity, neither In the 
United States nor in most countries has the expansion of opi)0»-tun1tios gex se 
reinoved social class differences in educational attainment. Instead there 
has Been a filtering down process v;hereby educational der.arid satiated in 
the upper social strata before there is a great increase in co.'T^pulsory 
school attendance by v^orklng-class or lower-SE>i children. 

Turner postulated that the most crucial factors defining accepted rodels 
of upward mobility in a given system are the or^ai^i 2ing_ folk nonns: ''As 
organizing ncrnis, these principles are assumed to be present, at least 1:::- 
plicitly. In people's thinking, guiding their jadg:.:eiits of v;::::t is appropriate 
^ and inappropriate on niany specific matters'^ (Turner, 156S). Hansen sugoes^^ 
that Brazilian moDility nonis niOre closely approximate those of Turner's 
•*sponsored" type. This results from '^cultural norms v^hlch dictate the appro- 
priateness of recruitment to elite status in Britain and Bra^ril and e:r.anate 
from estate stratification systems" (Hanson, 1975). If norms favor the 
allocation of education to males, then significant others are likely to reflect 
them in interaction v/ith students, 
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A clarification of the factors ihflueneihg edacetibnal and ecr-.; :::uinel 
bpportuinties could ultii:^ately lead to a reduction of the iheqja"! i ties u' 
opportunity extent in DrazIVs stratification systen and thereby help to 
more fully utilize the latent "talent loss" that exists in the uncdJC:it:-d 
lo;^er strata. 

Hypotheses 

The basis assariptions underlying this study are the follo'.vinjj: 

1. Scciceconc:r.1c origins and individual perfon.^aricc are ir.pcrtr.r.t - 
ci^tenninants of aspirations and aLtain:..cnLs of L':.ued St^Lvs y:^z\- 

2. reiiiOlL-s are probably niore handicappc-d in th-j a^pirat^or: und er'ucjtion 
process than males which at least partially due to differences in the 
sbeiali atibh of boys arid girls irito differert sex roles. 

3. The difference^ are likely to be more clearly idantif iab'Ie iri 
developirig countries and i^^flected in the relative in^o.-X3nce of 
ascribed and achieved statuses in deterrniriirig aspirations and 
u.'^hiovement. 

4. The norms governing aspiration and attaimient are likcrly to be 
enforced by individuals occupying status positions important to youth. 

fleferring to the relationships that niust exist for the revised Sev;ell eC. al 
model to fit the data of this sample the follow;ng null hypothese are advanced: 
1: There v;ill be no significant cultural differences iri level of access 
to certain educational and occupational roles for boys and girls iri 
Brazil. 

2: Significant others* influence arid academic performarice have no effects 
on the aspiration levels of boys:and girls. 
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3: Sigiiificont others' v;i11 riot be likely to encourage bays to aspire to 
higher levels than girls v/:;en holding cohstcintly fu:::ily origin and 
mental ability, simply because of culturally defined sex differences. 

4: Fai:iily crgin has no effect on significant others' influence. 

5: !lental ability and accdeiiiic perfonnanee nave i:nportant effects on 
significant ot/:ers influence. 

5: The effects of significant other> * influence on boys and girls is not 
increased at higher grade levels. 

7: The effects of significant others' influence on boys is not greater 
than thai of girls at either the fifth or ninth grade levels. 

The Variables 

1. Socioeconomic status refers to the position of the respondent's 
family in a generalized status * - r..,rchy. Specific indicators used to r.ea^jre 
status include: father's e. * ccupation ahc inco:;:e, and a le\'el of 

living index. A composite sicius ' was built by sanrning standardized scores 
for the status indicators for each subject. 

a. Father's education was measured by the riuniber of y^ars of fornil 
schooling cciTipleted by the respondent's father. These s?ere 
collapsed into categories *iitf^ incremental scores for each level 
of schooling completed. 

b. Father's occupation was measured by coding the title of the 
occupation or respondent's father onto ah index of occupational 
status used by Havighurst and Bouveia (1959). The scale varied 
from 0 to 6. 
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Father's income wis measured by a 10 interval scale which 
represonted categories of monthly monetary incbr:i-. It 
varied from 0 to 10,OOC+. 
d. Level of living v?as measured by an index of eleven iter.s 
representing four different aspects of consumption orig- 
inally preobsed by Saruiva. They are: 
i. construction of the house 

ii. sanitary facilities 
iii. n^aterial possessions in the house 

TV. access to services provided by others 
Index scores for each individual consist^ of the sum of 
standardized scores for each of th? eleven items. 

2. Acadenic perfon'.ujnce refers tc ihe quality of student performance in 
the classroom. It v;as measured by teacher evaluations of the student in the 
three disciplines of mauhematics, language and science. An average was com- 
puted for grades received the previous year in the three acadenic areas. The 
grades for the previous year were prt^vided by the school secretariat. 

3. Significant others * influence represents feedback received by the 
student from others relative to his probabilities for success in educational 
endeavors. It was measured using a four item index consisting of perceived 
encouragement received from father, mother and teacher to continue studies, 
and thi educational plans of best friends. As was the case for other indices 
standardized scores for each item were suirmed for each student to obtain an 
overall index score. 
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4. Lc:vel of Educational Aspirafion refers to the student's o\;n 
appraisal of how far he/she v/ill progress in thtr fdniicH education syster-i.- 
It IS a measure of realistic expectations. Response to the question of 
whether he/she thought he/she would be able to continue his/her studies ware 
coded ho-0; maybe-1; yes-2. 

5. Level of Occupational Aspiration refers to the status of the 
decupatidn the individual realistically expects to attain in later life. 
The question used to measure this variable queried the student on the 
occupation he/she v;ould probably follow in 'later life. Titles of occupation 
to which the student aspired v/ere coded using the scale of occupational 
status used to rate father's occupation. 

6. Sex refers to the biological and social categorization of individuals 
as either tnailes or females. It was measured by a self-assignment by respondents 
to one of these categories. 

Reliability measures for each of the variables were of two types. Where 
summated Indexes were used, an alpha coefficient of their internal consistency 
v;as co.Tiputed (Bohrnstadt, 1969). Stability estimates were based on the corre- 
lation of responses to individual questions at tv;d different periods - the 
initial questionnaire and application and the post-test- These coefficients 
are presented in Tab^e 2. In all cases, except for level of occupational 
aspiration, the stability estimates are higher for the ninth grade sub sa;npVe. 
This is to be expected since the older students probably took more care in 
filling dut the questidririaires. The information measures such as those on 
educational attainment of parents, sex, arid sd fdrth^* are mdre stable than 
the social psychological measures. This, too, is in agreement with previous 

o 
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Table? i HeliaMiity Eatinatbs for Varia '51cn in 
Stvidy by Grade Level ahd Tbtsi 



Variables 



(l) Sbclbecphbalc Status Irdex 
a. Father's Saucation 
bi Father's Cccupation 

c. Father's Incoce 

d. Level of Living 

^2) Acadeaic Perfbrrahco 

(3) Significant Others'^ Influence liAex 

a. Father's Encouragessent 

b. Ko^3ier*s Er.courascT.cnt 

c . Teacher* s Encourc^caeht 

d. Friecd's Plans 

iU) Level of Educational Aspix^tton 

(5) Level of Occupational Aspiration 

(6) Sex 



^irth 



^tgt 

i 2 



Ninth 



Tovii 



.89 
.68 



i.eo 

.30 
.3? 
.29 
.0? 

.25 
.37 
.57 
.96 



.57 
.56 



l.CO 

.61 
.59 

*53 
-'55 
.53 

.i>5 

.29 

l.GO 



.77 



i85 



.62 



.79 
.93 

.76 



1.00 

.41 
.42 
.37 
.22 
.45 

.40 

.46 

.93 
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Figure i : Path Eoexf f icichts For Antcccdoritp of i^duoational 
and Occupational ^.tteinri'^nt with Ebvicod Kccel 
For Total Sanpic^ 
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research exp-'-ionce. Van Esland Wilkhirig (1970) have sha-^Ti thut tin'c 
pattern of rt-ponse stability is characteristic of most su:r-.'cy re!^enrch 
conducLed in Drazil. Although the social psychological treasures are 
lower than they ideally should be in practice, it simply means that associ- 
ations 6^-tween variables in the study will probably be underestimated. Thus, 
tests of significance vvill be hidre conservative in that there is a greater 
probability of accepting the null hypothesis when it is in fact it slrould 
be rejected. The three measures of internal consistency follow the -same 
pattern. The significant others influence index v/hich resprescnts sur:ned 
responses to subjective questions is less consistent than the other tv;o which 
are based on factual inforrnatiori. 

Hethbdbloqy 

The original study (Hansen, 1975) was based on the sample of 1,950 students 
at tv/d grade levels enrolled in schools in foiir crjhties in Rid Grande do Sul, 
Brazil. The counties were selected to maximize vairiation in the level of 
access to educatidnal facilities while at the same time cdntrdllihg for levels 
urbanizatidh arid iridustrializatidri. Since the intent of the original study v;as 
to examine the effect of differential access on schooling processes, the selected 
study counties exhibited great differences in their patterns o'" SHttlei:;ent and 
ecdnditiies. 

Sample Designs 

The fifth and ninth grades v/ere selected as target populations for the 
sample in order to assure a great deal of variation in student socioecc::j;:iic 



brckground and levels of aspiratidri. As mariy as 60% of the Brazilian s:iadent 
body drop but prior to terminating the third grade and only a privileged 




have included a younger cohort but data cjatherihrj resoarec-s were limited and 
the lack of exisflng inethodol ogles to gather the required infon.^ation fro'i 
younger cluldren led to a decision to focus attenLioh upon the fifth arid 
ninth grades. 

Sampl-in j: 

Purposive saiiiijies were drawn in three of the four counties. A censu:> 
of fifth and ninth graders was taken in Butia. Altlibugh^ ideally, it would 
have been best to have taken random samples from each of the other three 
counties, such sampling v/buld have required the expenditure of resources 
: which v;ere not available in the research budget. Six criteria were used in 

selecting the samples. Four of them were previously used by Havighurst and 
Bouheis (1969) in their national study of middle level schools. They are: 
(1) the sex composition of the school; (2) the curriculum offered by the 
schools (academic* normaU and industriaDj (3) the time of classes (day 
versus everiirig)i and (4) the funding source of the schools (private versus 
public). Two additional criteria v/ere established by the project, namely 
(5) the Socioeconomic composition of Ihe student bodies and (6) the school 
location (urban versus rural). Schools were selected with the assistance of 
local school administrators so as to maximize the existing variation on each 
of them. 

The accuracy of within county sa?;:ples v;as evaluated by Hansen (1975). 
His analysis indicated them to be highly representative of the selected 
co.inties with minor deviations occurring from the census in sex distributions, 
school curriculum and school location. The first two v;ere probably caused by 
the decision to include technical industrial and agricultural schools in 
the saiiiple if they were present in a county. Prcipdrtibhatelyi they service 
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a S!:ia11 port ion of the- student body aticl most of thein are liijlc^s. The 'lci>z 
discivpancy can bo explained by the fact that m;=^ny rural schools have less 
tlian five students attending fiftli grade. They were excluded fro:.; tho 
sample because of the additional costs associated v?ith interviev;ir»g the::-. 
Host of thc^ larger fifth grade classes were in tlie urban centers. 
^ Table 1 presents the sample distributions by grade level and sex for 
each of the four counties. They approximate one another for sex althoush 
there was a slight e)versam[)ling of males at the nintli grade level in Pelotas. 
The total sample of Rfth graders consists of 516 males and 505 fei^ales 
while that of ninth graders consists of 499 males and 429 feniales. Only 
103 ninth grade females were sampled in Butia, but this is explained by the 
fact that there were only that number in school in 1973. 
FINDINGS 

The results of the statistical analysis are sunrnarized in Tabic 3: 
Presented below are the major findings for each of the hypothesized relation- 
ships. 

Grade level was found to be significantly related to levels 



of educational and occupational aspirations. In both tests > ninth graders 
tended to have higher aspirations than fifth graders. However, the relation- ^ 
ship v;as stronger for occupational aspirations than for educational aspirations. 
Sc^x. Sex was significantly related to level of aspirations for the total 
sample and for each grade level. Ehi -square values show that sex v-/as 
significantly related to level of occupational aspirations but not level of * 
educational aspirations, for both total sample and for each grade level. In 
each instance, higher aspirations were observed for males than females. 
Sbeib-Eedhon^ie Status 
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Several tests were ebridtieted which Idbked at the relationship betv.'eeji 
9^- T e 



sbeicccbne;.:1c status 2nd aspi ratio: :r love!:;. In all ca^^cs but onCi socio- 
economic sLiitus wris sifini ^ic^ntly .:t^d to as;'] ralidiial levels. The 
reUtidrlf.hip v/as positive which mei . ih^t as seeibeeonentie steitus b^'car-'re 
liigher, aspi rational levels tended increase as.well. The excopticn 
was observed for level of educaticn::! aspiration for fifth graue liialc- staclehts 
As possible explanation may be tfiat i.iale children have a lower of acadeinic 
maturation than feniale cliildren of this age. This micjht be characterized 
by negative attitudes toward school. 
Acadei'ii-C X^erfo nuance 

Academic achieveiiient level* as measured by academic perforinanee v;as not 
found to be significantly related to educational and occupational aspirations. 
This finding suggests that one's origin - ah ascribed status in a Brazilian 
setting - is a more inipdrtarit detc --^rnanc of aspiration levels than achieved 
statuses, due to norms governing s^cfal mobility preeesro v;hich are primarily 
ascribed and reinforced hy inequalities of cpportunity. 
Significant Others' Influence 

Results indicated that, in all cases, by grade level and sex, significant 
others* influence was positively related to levels O"^ educational aspirations. 
When level of occupational aspiration was examined, the test results v?ere 
mixed. 

In summary^ the analysis showed that the hi:jhcr thi? grade level, the 
hicher the levels of educational and occupatiohs'. aspirations. This same 
trend held for socioeconc::iic status * the higher the aspiration levels. 
Hc^ever, significant others' influence which is a n^easure of educational 
and occupational encourageiTient, shov;ed a different trend for females. Finally, 
acaden;;^ perforniance was found to be hot significantly related to the 
a^iratibri variables; 

IB 



Total SiB! 



-17-0: 



!^He 3: Suraary of SUtlstics Used to Tc:t Tozzzl K;.70thc:c: 

By Sex arid Gi^e-lcf'cT 



-Fifth Gr^ 



ffl_£iadg 9th 6rade J 
Iswiations l^u X Tau Tau x"^ 



? 2 2 

T^u X Tr.u X Itu 



EiSLXia 7.38 .P;- 

BfELXLOA 68.25 .196 

SEXXiSi 3.19 1.21 .03? 2,ia .05^* 

* 

SStXiOA 45.69 .163 20,?0 .153 2D,2j4 .1^ 

SS X 12:^ 73.10 .189 10.61 .10171.84 .269 2-3^ .668 ID.65 .133 32.91 38.91 .2^9 

S3 X mk. %Jl 2^ 33.-51 .190 35.30 .221 19.66 ,218 12.12 ^ 22.?3 ,236 15.^;? .211 

APXM O.ie .024 1.35 .039 0.06 .010 0.36 ,031 0.69 M 0,03 ,017 O.GO .009 

APXLCA .038 0.81 M 2.?0 .039 3.35 ^091 0.01 -.009 2.20 . 073 0.34 .035 

SOI X I2A 90.58 .219 36.46 .193 56.47 .233 13.75 .171 22.37 .215 3l.?6 .259 17.28 . 203 

%mm 13.12 .103 1.85 .04? 12.71 .125 0.46 .036 1.6; .Q65 4.53 .103 8.60 .155 



* Significant at p i .05 ic^ci [0 5 .0000 j 
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ISYSL - Grade Level 



SEX -Sex 



SS - Sociocccr.o:ic Statu: 
9^"- - Acadcaic Pc5ra» 



SOI - Significant Otherc' Irilucr.:c 
iZft - Level of Sucaticxl Aspiration 



tOA - Level of Occup:tlonai Aopir^tioo 
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DISCUSS 1 9:i 
Tfie_ Hlscgnsit i_Modej_ 

Status attdinmont processes in Brazil are a.^i-arontly tjDvecicc: : :.re by 
ascription factors th,n by achievei.ent factors. l!.i,sen (1975) %v^^,sts 
that Drazilian mobility norms more closely approxinuite those of Ti;r.,er's' " 
(I960) "sponsored" nobility system. When this iriterpretatidn is applied, 
several major distinctions emerge in the status attainment process as ir;plied 
in the Wisconsin model, and they are for the most part related to antecedents 
of educational attairiniL-rit. 

. The first divergence has to do with fauily origin. The data si^pport 
previously stated observations concerning Brazil's cultural nonns governing 
access to educational and occupational statuses. The differential access 
to these statuses are culturally defined by sf^n^ses ascribed to individuals 
at birth. 

In Brazil, parental status has traditionally d-T^rtDined the status of 
progeny. Of course, it is chance that determines if a child is born rich 
or poor, and either male or female. Family origin status wat found to be 
the most important factor in detennining levels of stuUc^nt aspirations. 

Socioeconomic status was found to exercise significant effects on 
aspirations for both girls and boys; however, its effects on level of 
occupational aspiration are greater for bc)ys than iur girls. Ikn^-ver. the 
effects of socioeconomic status on level of educational aspiration were 
greater for girls than for boys. First, these findings appear to support 
the contention that ascribed statuses, such as socioeconomic status and sex. 
are probably the principal determinants of levels of educational and 
occupational achievements of Brazilian fifth and ninth grade boys and girls, 
while achieved statuses, such as academic performance, are not. 



Second^ the findings cbuild possibly suggest tfiat boys are p.ore directed ^ 
and encouraged toward occupational achievenient wfrile fbiiales are less en- 
couraged to achieve high status positions. 

Currently; due to rapid changes in the economy and a corrcspcriding 

need for middle level educated persdhnel in an industrializing country, 

government policy and prograi:is have expandt^d educational opportunities 

for the masses. Increasingly^ education has become the principal veln'ele 

- _ __ ^ 

fd^- social mobility for lower and middle classes. 

Both females and males have more opportunities for specialized train- 
ing in business^ technical careers^ skilled industrial work; in general, 
for middle-level positions in the occupational sphere. However, the popu'lace 
apparently still perceives education as the privilege of the higher classes. 

In Brazil, traditional folk norms and values may be more resistant 
to change due to cultural lag. This concept may be illustrated by the l?tg 
which developed in this century t>etween the rapidly increasing potentialities 
of the automobile oh one hand, and the design and ebnstructidri of adequate 
highways. It is thus a type of maladjustment that eventually vjill be over- 
come by cultural adaptation. Nevertheless, family origin and sex still ^ 
appear to be the tv;b most important ascribed statuses governing the allocation 
of educational and occupational roles in Brazil. 
Academic Performance 

The second divergence in the status attainment processes of Brazil 
and the United States^ as implied in the Wisconsin models has to do with 
the ahimportahee of academic performance in deterniihihg levels of aspiration. ^ 
This divergence may be due in part to the relative unimportance of academic 
perfdmianee if it is assumed that achievement factors are irrelevant in the 
Brazilian schdolihg process. Another possible explanation is the adequacy 
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of tne ML'asarci.^oiit devices i:uy be qufttioned if grades are not an accurate 
eviiluation of sci'.ool perfonnance. 

The first interpretation can be accepted if sabstanbive fiiidin-;s or, 
achieve;.:cnt/ascription factors Hold. But if the problei.i is found to be bas&d 
in tiie invalidity of tne measures, very little can be said at this tii;^:-. 

As previously stated, the data in this study reveal that acade:.iie per- 
foniiance was not significantly related to educational or occupational aspira- 
tions by grade level or sex. This finding is compatible with the CUrrer.t 
arguments of tatin American educators wmO suggests that teachers defisie ccad.-n'c 
performance in accordance with class based factors that have their bases rooted 
in prevalihg cultural norms. In other words, teachers apparently reward students 
witii higher grades on the basis of socioeconomic characteristics such as dress, 
speech, cleanliness, and manners. If this line of reasoning is correct, t.nan 
even if the nieasures for academic performance are invalid, the evidence would 
point te the importance cf ^scriptive factors. This notion ties in quite well 
with the argument presented earlier, that differential access to positions with- 
in the educational and occupational si.heres of Brdzil's stratification sys*v;n are 
culturally defined by statuses ascribed to individuals at birth, mast MOtb\.}y 
those of faii.ily origin and sex. 

The effects of socioeconomic status and of significant other's influence 
on educational aspirations significantly increased for both boys and girls at 
the ninth grade level. This suggests that students become more reclistic in 
setting tiieir goals as they mature and the expectations Qf significant others 
increase as ability is dei^nstrated. All factors, however, have less influence 
than socioeconoaic status upon aspiration levels. 
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As previously iiiei. Li bhadi levels of occupaLiunul aspii\:Lioii v;.-r- iiOL 
sisiiificaritly associsted with sianificaiU othors' ihfl uoncj trxciept in biic cas-j 
of nintfi ijrade feii.iiles. It vvas suggested tnat tliis oiicxpocted firaiintj i;iiyi;t 
reflect greater eneouragemsnt for fciiialcs, since it is r.dre criticui for a 
foiiiale be "qualified" tlian a male in brd:;r to gain access to cerbin educotiu::,:! 
and occupational positions. However, differences in cultural definitions Of •..•ho 
has access to occupational roles seen likely to be greater in Brazil, These"- 
di tfercTicc'S may also affect aspirations and significant otiier's eiicounKjc.i •ill. 

Thus, as prevailing cultural norms "catch up' vn'th Brazil's rapidly chanj- 
ihg business and educational infrustructures , due to the indastrial ization and 
j.iodcrnization, one would hypofnesize the present differentiation in sex roles to 
break dov;n. Accordingly, we can predict that females will increasingly aspire 
to, and attain such occupations as lawyers, university professci-s. c-^aetors, cut: 
other traditionally male dcNiinated occi;pacidns. 

Conclusions 

Substantively, the findings suggest several major conclusions when reviewed 
in light Of existing theory of stratification. For the most part^ they support 
the hypotheses stated earlier. 

First, it is apparent that the Wisconsin fiodel as formulated by Sev;ell and 
his associates does not fit these Brazilian data well. The most obvious diffe- 
rence is that academic performance does hot have a substantial effect on aspira- 
tions while socioeconomic status does. 

Secbhdi ascribed statuses, such as socioeconomic status and sex, are 
prbbdbly the principal determinants of levels Of educational and occupational 
acfiievcments of Brazilian fifth and ninth grade boys and girls, while achieved 
statuses, such as acsdemic perfbrmaheei are hot; 
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Thira^ several variations in the effects of sbeioaeonomie brirjih, ' 
grade level, sex, and sigMificant others' influence on aspirations are fn- 
ciicatev! bv the dota. In general, as sdcioecbnoniic status becair^ Higher, 
aspiration levels increased. Grade level was also positively related to 
aspiration levels. This may reflect that as maturation occurs, aspiration 
levels tend to becdine more formalized, bevel of occup^^tional aspiration v;3S 
most important for males while level of educational asplraliori was niost signi- s. 
ficant for females. The importance of significant others' influence was 
documented for both sexes. 

Several factors emerge from this study as important problem areas that 
could be noted for future cross-cultural status attainment research. 

One of the most important research considerations is the need for develop- 
ing more accurate social psychological measures that will closely approxiii:ate 
the social situation and cultural milieu of Latin America. This would peri-:it 
empirical equivalence between measures cross-culturally and would thereby in- 
crease the validity and reliability of the research in both a statistical and 
theoretical sense. 

Secondly, a conrparative analysis is heeded in the sociological investigation 
of societal norms defining the process of allocating educational and uccupalinri-:l 
statuses, hot only in Brazil but in other developing countries. This is not to 
say that the study of structural changes is hot highly important, but the results 
of this analysis support the idea of the importance of societal norms. Their 
effects oh mobility processes may be dust as important as more traditional 
methods of explaining status attainineht processes in less ihdustral ized countries. 

Thirdly, further research is needed in improving the accuracy of academic 
perfomiance 2o a reliable indicator of students' actual scholastic abilities. 
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There is a heed to docuinsht the exact criteria uscicl Uj Leachers in Cv;drd1hj 
grad:;£: for classrooin pcrfonirarice. Parti cipaj'it bbservation and the use of 
questibririaires inight be used for this ddcunieritation. 

Finally, future studies could eoneentrate on the tiaeui.iantation of the 
percentage of wowierl holding higher ar/' iiiore prestigious educacional and 
occupational positions in developing countries. Rates could be ee::;j2red in 
the tinie sequence studies, thus not only yielding a clearer picture of the 
country's stratification system but also of their folk hdhiis. 
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